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Research Question

Do different methods of linking individuals with their social media behavior show consistent
results?

Approaches:
• Self-report
• Record linkage
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Research Design

Four data sources:
• Survey 1: KnowledgePanel
• Survey 2: American Trends Panel
• RDD phone poll
• Voter file + Twitter Decahose
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KnowledgePanel

• November 2018–December 2018
• N = 3,649 users say they use Twitter
• 76% provided valid Twitter handles
• Weighted to US population on Twitter based on RDD poll
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American Trends Panel

• October 2019–November 2019
• N = 2,561 users say they use Twitter
• 53% provided valid Twitter handles
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RDD poll

• Benchmark: N=1,502 users who report using Twitter
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Voter File

• Population of registered American voters from late 2017
• Identities deterministically matched with Twitter profiles on name and self-reported location
• N = 1.5 million
• Voter file sample contains 5% of KP panelists and 6% of ATP panelists
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Behavioral Measures
For tweets between October 1 and November 30, 2019:

Total tweets:
• KP: 118K tweets from 1100 users
• ATP: 96K tweets from 800 users
• VF: 46M tweets from 600K users

Gini:
• KP: 0.87
• ATP: 0.84
• VF: 0.81

Number of users with any tweet mentioning “impeach”:
• KP: 200
• ATP: 170
• VF: 88K
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Discussion

• User-first approach to collecting data
• Surveys essential for benchmarking
• Bias-variance tradeoff
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Thanks!

sdmccabe.github.io
mccabe.s@northeastern.edu
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